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Liettres Challenge 1478 : French invented Cricket !

Interview  of  Philippe  Dethoor,  president-player  of  Lille  Cricket  Club,  about  Liettres
Challenge 1478, Lille CC and french cricket.

Philippe, could you tell us a bit about the Liettres 1478 Challenge (for instance, how it
came about, the clubs involved, the latest news,…)?  

In fact,  one of our members  – Maxime Parent – who has a passion for both cricket  and
History, first came up with the idea for the Liettres Challenge several years ago, but for one
reason or another, the idea was not elaborated upon until recently.

The project resurfaced again in May 2014 when we were contacted by an inhabitant of the
village of Liettres (Isabelle Marcotte), who also happens to be the local correspondent for the
Pays de la  Lys Romane Tourist  Office,  to which this  little  hamlet  in  the Pas-de-Calais  is
attached.

Isabelle wanted the LILLE CRICKET CLUB to put on a demonstration at their September
2014 Heritage Days event, and it was on that occasion that we were able to meet the Mayor of
Liettres  and  the  Head  of  the  Festivities  Committee  and  put  forward  the  idea  for  this
tournament, which immediately excited the interest of our local counterparts.

In terms of involvement, we have invited 2 other clubs to take part in the tournament, i.e.,
WHITSTABLE CC from Kent, U.K., and the ARCADIANS from Ghent, Belgium. 

Over  the  last  8  years,  LILLE  CRICKET CLUB  has  developed  very  close  and  friendly
sporting ties with both of these clubs in particular. The spirit of sportsmanship is still strong
on all sides and I’m sure that both will be fielding their best teams for the tournament.

Currently we are busy fine-tuning the details of the Challenge, which means addressing issues
like logistics, the tournament rules, public facilities, safety and so on. 



Obviously LILLE CRICKET CLUB will not be managing the event alone, and we would like
to take this opportunity to thank the Liettres Festivities Committee, the Mayor of Liettres and
the Director of the  Pays de la Lys Romane Tourist Office, Ms ANNE DEBOSQUE, for the
remarkable work they are all doing to make this not only a cricketing event but also a festival
for the village of Liettres and its inhabitants.

The tournament has attracted a lot of media attention throughout the English-speaking
cricketing  world.  What  are  your  feelings  about  this?  Aren’t  you  concerned  about
jeopardizing the “Entente Cordiale”?

As a matter of fact, we were extremely surprised by the scale of the media attention that
followed the announcement of the tournament and the story of the first mention of cricket in
Liettres.  Our press-book is filled with articles from around the world (England, India, the
United States, Jamaica,…), but the icing on the cake definitely has to be the report broadcast
on the Indian channel, INDIA TODAY, in between the results of the INDIA-SRI LANKA
match and USAIN BOLT’s performance at the last World Athletics Championships in Beijing!

As for the “Entente Cordiale”, despite a few instances of “French bashing” in some British
newspapers, we are sure that the warm Franco-British friendship will in no way be affected by
this issue.

On the  other hand,  the  tournament  has  received  no  media  attention  whatsoever  in
France. Disappointed?

With the event just 2 weeks away, the French media is beginning to take an interest in the
Challenge.

Reports on the event have already been run in the local press, and other media outlets (radio,
television) are expected to confirm their interest within the next few days.

If the tournament is a success, do you see it becoming an annual event? Or even a major
fixture for French and European cricket?



We certainly hope so.

We don’t see this as a one-off publicity stunt. LILLE CRICKET CLUB and all of the local
stakeholders  are  fiercely  determined  to  make  this  a  permanent  competition  which  could
possibly one day be open to other European clubs, and eventually become a MAJOR fixture
in the European cricketing calendar. 

Lille CC was recently awarded the “Club dynamique” label by France Cricket. What are
the club’s plans/projects for the future?
 
LILLE CC is now 8 years old and still going strong. This is a source of immense pride for our
members.

Today, we are at a turning point in our history since further development is closely tied to our
securing  a  proper  ground.  This  would  allow  us  to  take  part  in  official  France  Cricket
competitions and develop the club even further by forming a youth team and – why not – even
a female team.

The project to secure a cricket field that meets official standards is currently being pursued in
the Nord – Pas-de-Calais region, and we are keeping our fingers crossed that a solution will
be found within the coming 2 years. 

Your club’s members are  from a various backgrounds. In France,  cricket  is  still  the
privilege of individuals from cricket-playing countries (the U.K., India, Pakistan), which
sometimes  leads  to  it  being  perceived  as  a  “community”  sport  or  a  sport  for  the
“initiated”.  How  can  this  situation  be  changed  with  a  view  to  popularizing  cricket
among the French and Non-Commonwealth foreign residents?

The Liettres 1478 Challenge is, of course, one way of opening up our sport to as wide an
audience as possible, but obviously this is not enough.

Continuing the development of cricket in France is very important, and I know for a fact that
France Cricket’s current management team is working hard at this.

Developing cricket in France also involves introducing young people to the game at an early
age, in schools and clubs, for instance, but doing so requires resources that are still  sadly
lacking in our cricket clubs.

As cricket develops, the media will begin taking more of an interest in the game, which in
turn will help to encourage more people to come and play our sport.

So we have a bright future ahead of us!


